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Ecclef. 7- v. 14: 


In the Day of Adverſity Conſider. 


O be indifferent to all Events, and uncon- 
cerned at the Succeſſes or Misfortunes of 
Human Aﬀairs, would be no Vertue, 


were it practicable: Such an uniform 
Stiffneſs could be reſolved into nothing better than 


Stupidity or Stoical Pride. If the Good or Evil re- 
A 2 lates 
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lates only to our Selves, to ſtrive to be unaffeRted 
with ic looks as if we thought our Beings not well 
made, and had a mind to check the Motions,. and 
alter the Springs of Nature and not to feel Pain 
or Satisfattion when God intended we ſhould. It 
what. happens concerns our Neighbour, and has any 
conſiderable weight upon his Fortune, to ler ſuch 
an Occurrence paſs us without Nice and Impreſ- 
lion, looks as though we were willing to renounce 
our Relation to Human Kind, and imagined our 
Selves / difincorparated from Society. And as: we 
ar: not to be unaffeRted with the Circumſtances of 
Life, fo are we to accommodate our Paſſivns and 
Behaviour to the Nature of them. A Man ſhould 
in ſome meaſure ſure his Air and Temper to the 
Occaſions of Joy and Sorrow ; and be reſerved, 
or entertaining, as the Complexion ot Afﬀairs re- 
quires: For to give unſeaſunable Signs of Pleaſure 
or Diſſatisfattion, and to croſs upon the Reaſon 
of Things, is neither Chriſtian nor Human ; but 
tranſgreſſcs both the Laws of Decency and Re- 
ligion, Such a Singularity argucs a fſullen Oppoſi- 
tion to Providence; a Diſicgird of the Concerns , 
and a Contempt of the conmn Senriments and 
Cuſtoms of Mankind, Whin Gud 1s pleaſed to give 
us our Expe?ations. and to bleſs our Endeavours 
with Succcls, then we are ailowed within a Ruie 
to unbend our Carcs, to reliſh the Plcalure, ard 


{hew 


Gs) 
ſhew our. Selves ſenſible of the. Advantage. But - 
when he recalls his Favours, and His #udgemenrts. 
are in the Earth, then, we. ought to pay .a proper 
Regard to his Diſcipline; to be ſerious and recol-. 
lected, and to put our Minds into a Poſture of Thought 
and Humiliation. 7». the. Day of Proſperity Rejoice ; | 
but in the Day of Adverſity Conſider. 


The. Kinds and Degrees of -Adverſity are various,- . 
and take. in all thoſe Caſes in which Human Nature - 
1s. NDefencelels and. capable of Suffering. - 

As to the Perſons. it atfcAs,. the Notion - may be. 
either ſtraitned. or -enlarged - into the- Diviſions of. 
Private and Publick ; 1 ſhall inſiſt chiefly npon the. - 
latter, in which the former is often coinprehended... 

The , Q.1eſtion is, How -a Man ought .to manage. 
his ConduQ,. when his . Countrey lies under a Ca- 
lawity, and Himſelf particularly ſuffers for Adhering - 
to the Publick Rights and .Intereſts? In order to the - 
ſatisfying this Enquiry, I ſhall examine what fort-of . 
Thoughts and Behaviour the Word. Conſider may. im-. - 
port in the preſent Relation, 


Now to Corfider, in ſuch Circumſtances, may- 1m--+. 
ply theſe three Things. . 


Firft, A Refleftion upon a Man's paſt Actions: - 


Whether he has not been in ſome Meaſure inftrumen- 
tal ; 
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' tal in bringing the Misfortune upon himſelf, and- his 


Country. 

Secondly, To Conſider, may imply an Examination of 
the preſent State of our Minds : Whether we ſuffer 
upon right Principles, or not. 

Thirdly, Whether our Behaviour is ſuitable to the 
Occaſion. 


Firft, To Conſiler, may imply a Refletion upon a 
Man's paſt AQtions : Whether be has not been in ſome 
Meaſure inſtrumental in bringing the Misfortune up- 
on himſelf and Country. A Man otght to make a 
careful RetroſpeAion upon himſelf , Whether | he re- 
ſiſted the Beginnings of Evil , and ſtoud upon his 
Guard againſt the firſt Approaches of Fation, and 
endeavoured to Strangle the Fatal Monſter in its Birth. 
Whether Intereſt or Fear, Popularity or DiſaffeQion, 
Ambition orRevenge, did not Prepoſſeſs his Judgment, 
and Govern his Inclinaitions, and carry him into un- 
juſtifiable Pratices or Omiſſhons. Whether he kept 
his proper Diſtance from the Infeftion, oppoſed the 
Torrent, and made a noble Stand in Defence of Juſtice 
and Truth. 

Have we ſupported our Figure, and anſwered 
the Expectations of our Poſt ? Have we maintained 
the Breach, diſplayed the Colours, and held up 
the Cauſe aloft? Have we engaged our Authority, 
ard acied to the Stretch of our Intereſt, direCted 
others 
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others 'with our Counſe], and fortified them with: 
our Courage ? On the other ſide , have we not 
ſunk into a paſſive Caution, and retreated to 
Schemes of Security ? Have we not choſen rather 
to be little in our ACtions than in our Fortune, 
and preferred our Eaſe to our Honour ? The Cafe 
is of the laſt Importance, and therefore a Man 
ſhould preſs the Inquiry , and ſee whether he has 
not over-rated the Conveniences of Life ; dreaded 
Poverty too much , and trufted Providence too 
little. Whether he has not liked a Principle that | 
would Zive, better than one which would Reaſor ; 
and been apt to believe Things true- or falle , ac- 
cording as they concluded hard or kindly upon 
him. I am well aſſured, ſuch Queſtions as theſe - 
ought to be put with the greateſt Impartiality ; and 
if our Conſcience can anſwer them fairly, we 
have nothing to do but to thank God, and pro. 
cced But if che Account proves otherwiſe, we ought 
to repent for what is Paſt, and guard againſt the 
Future, 


Sr-conaly, To Conſider, may import an Examination 
of the preſent State of our Minds.: Whether we ſuffer 
upon Tight Prin-1ples, or not. 

Now the only warrantable and governing Prin” 
ciple muſt be founded vpn Conſcience : The lead- 
ing Reaſon muſt be Religious ; becauſe Juſtice and 
the 
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the'/Laws require it, becauſe we believe the Divine 
Favour ſuſpended upon this Condition, and that our 
everlaſting All depends upon it. Indeed if God had 
not 'ſo plainly declared the Perſons of Princes Sa- 
cred and Inviolable, and made the reſiſting their Au- 
thority Penal in the higheſt Degree; we might 4n 
great Meaſure have inferred his Commands from rhe 
Reaſon of Things : And that He expe ted we ſhould 
continue firm to our Engagements, though under 
the greateſt Diſcouragements. For wuhout Steadi- 
neſs in this Point, Societies muſt break up ; and the 
Foundations of the Farth be put out of Courſe. Let 
but the contrary Principle -once looſe., and we ſhall 
preſently ſee all Order confounded , and Peace ba- 
niſhed, and Right reſolved into. Force z and the 
World almoſt uncreated, by the . Ambition, Folly, 
and Violence of Men. To ſuffer therefore in Dex 
fence of Authority and Goverament , is both a ne- 
ceſſary and a noble Inſtance of Fortitude z ſo that 
'tis no wonder Religion ſh uld expe& it from. us. 
Indeed unleſs it was ſtreng heried with the Rewards 
and Pumiſhments of the other World, it would ne- 
ver have Force and Firmneſs enough to Refift and 
Perſevere. But theſe Regards when well believed , 
muſt make the Principle impregnable. Nothing can 
engage our Conſtancy like ſuch Conſiderations : For 
Heaven and Hell can have no Counterpoiſe or Equi- 
valcat. 


Having 
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Having mention'd the true Reaſon for chuſing the 
Suffering Sides 1 ſhall nw proceed to ſome of thoſe 
Morives which «rc defective and dangerous. And, 

1. To ſubmit to a preſent. Inconvenience upon a 
Projſpet of /:dvantage, is a falſe Ground. To bc 
governed by Private Regards, and turn upon fecu- 
Iar Intereſt,: is a Sign of a narrow and- ungenerous 
Mind. Such Perſons. who engage only to ſerve a 
Turn muſt have cold Notions of Juſtice ; and ve- 
ry {lender AﬀeQi»2s for the Public Good. *'Tis 
true, ſuch a providcar Projetor may oblige a Cauſcy 
and do Service to his Countrey, and make a creditable 
Figure ; but then it mult be 1aid, The Good which 
he. does, has neither Principle nzr Merit : Fur 
how glorious foever his Pretences may be, his Bu- 
ſineſs is.to-ſerve himſclf.. And though he may des 
ccive. others, yet if he has any Inclination, to louk 
within, he will ſoon diſcover how much the World, 
and poſſibly himſelf in ſyne Meaſure, has been mi- 
Raken in .his CharaQer. . A ſhort peruſal of his 
Thovghts will inform him, that Intereſt. has the A- 
{cendent over. all his Deſigns: That he pretends to 
| Religion no longer than it affords a Proſpe& of 
Gain: And is Loyal only to his own - Soveretgn, 
Self. I .coneſs, He who expoſes Himſelf ro Ha» 
Zaids, -and makes a Profcflion of Conſtancy, ought 
nor to be hardly interpreted and cenſured, as if he 


ated out of igauble Ends ; becauſe - this is often 
Þ £1mes 
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times condemning without Evidence, But though a 
Man ought not to be charged with {ſuch Imputations 
by others ; yet, without qu.ſtivn, it concerns him 
to examin himſelf, Whether his AQtions proceed 
from a defenſible Cauſe, Whethcr Dury and Re- 
ligion have a juſt Preference allowed them. 

1n the mean time, 'tis not denied, but that we 
may lawfully have a Regard to piivate Advantage, 
provided it be ſubordinate, and duly proportioned. 
Bat then we ſhould take care not to over-rate 
our Selves ; we ſhould not be ſo unreaſonably par- 
tial, as to think our own Intereſt ought to over- 
ballance that of States and Kingdoms : We ſhuuld 
not preſume our Selves independent of Law ; 
and above the Regulations of Religion : As 
if the Names of Vertue and Conſcience were 
invented only to diſguiſe our Ambition; and to 
be regarded no farther than they ſerved our pur- 
poſe. 

Belides, This Motive of Intereſt is not only Tr- 
religious, but Wavering and Inconſtant. He that 
ſerves a good Cauſe, out of a mercenary View, will 
engage in an 1ll one, when he believes it in the 
ſame thriving Condition, He who tis thus afteQed, 
will be ſure to obſerve which way the Weight of 
Afﬀairs inclines, to criticize upon the Health and 
Complexion of his. Party; and give it over when 
he finds it languiſhing and conſumptive, If we 


are 


(mn) 


are governed by ſuch mean Conſiderations, we ſhall 
be apt to Tack upon every Accident of Moment 3 
2nd deſert the Relations of Duty and Friendſhip , 
when they ſtand in moſt need of being ſupported. 
| 2. To abet a ſuffering Cauſe upon the ſcore of Aﬀe- 
Ction and perſonal Regard, is another ſhort and inſuf. 
ficient Motive. 1 confeſs, to be ſtrongly affefted 
with the Misfortunes of our Friends or Superiors, 
becauſe we have been obliged by their Temper » 
or enriched by their Bounty, is not only lawful , 
but commendable. To ftand by thoſe who can 
neither reward nor prote&, who are hated by the 
Many, and oppreſſed by the Mighty, is a Sign of 
a generous and diſintereſted Spirit, To attend an 
abandoned Intereſt upon Principles of Eſteem, when 
*tis neither allowed to aſſiſt, or ſcarcely to wiſh 
well to it; when Sympathy is marked, and meer good 
Nature made criminal. To embark with the unfortu- 
nate, and continue our Regards under ſuch Diſadvanta- 
ges : Theſe are handſom proofs of Humanity and 
Gratitude, and proceed from a Nobleneſs of Temper. 
This ſhews, that a Man ſcorns to make his Aﬀe- 
Qtion mercenary, to turn upon the Inconſtancy of 
Fortune, and to court none but the happy and ſuc. 
ceſsful. But then, thoſe who lay the main Streſs 
upon Friendſhip and Inclination, carry the matter 
too. far the other way : To follow a man's For- 


tune, and ſecond his Pretenſion, meerly becauſe we 
B.2a- I1k® 
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ſike him, is no better than plain Partiality. Ir 19 
in effe&t to d clare that-we idolize our own 'Hu- 
mour, and are gyverned more by Obſtinacy than 
Reaſon. We muſt have very gv0d Luck, if ſuch 
a blind Officivuſnefs does not ſometimes cnrargle us 
in .daygerous Engagements, me#ke us firm ro Con- 
ſpiracies, and true to Falſhvod, and give us a ſhare 
in the Pratice of Violence, and Puniſhment of 


. Treaſon. *Tis granted, whcn the - Juſtice of a 
- Cauſe is ſecured, and we are convineed our Frier ds 


are in. the Right, "then our AﬀcQtions may fcalon- 
ably excrt themſelves : Then -we may be allowed 
to realyn our selves into Sympathy and Concern , 
to regard, and love and ccndole- as much as we 
pleaſe > Then *iwwill be both decent and proper to 
rule our Eſtecm, nd quicken our Gratitude, from 
all the Motives of Station, Merit and Misfortune. 
Theſe are good Expedients to fortify our Reaſon, 
and awaken our Generofity, and make our Friendſhip 
Maſculine and *ignificant. 

3. To mike the vulgar Notion of Honour the 
chick Cround of Sutfcring. is a wrong Principle. 
Some People diſtinguiſh ſo far between Conſcience 
and Honour, as it they h d no Reſemblance or Re- 
lation to each other : Never conlidering, that to do 
the wiſeſt Things, and to pleaſe the beſt Judges, 
and to be in Favour with the greateſt Beings, are 


the trueſt Signs and nobleſt Inftances of Honour - 
Now 
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Now nothing of all this can be done without Yeli- 
gion. If this Remark was thought on, and Ho- 
nour rightly ſtated: If it was fixed upon a B-:fis 
ot Morality, and believed to be a Chr:ſtian Vir- 
tuc : I mcns Appiehenſions were true in this 
Point 3 they wonld not tell us, that it is not fo 
much Rel.gion which hinders them from making 
their Aﬀairs ealy. No ! They could ſatisfy their 
Conſcience without Difficulty, and accommodate 
the matter with God Almighty well enough. Their 
only Tear is, that if they ſhould ſhi't their Sails» 
and come up to any Tema: kable Variation, their 
Reputation would ſuftzr by it. For can we quit 
a Principle ſo ſolemnly avowed, without a Mark 
of Inconftancy ? And does not Inconſtancy ſuppoſe 
either our Head, or our Heart defetive ? Ihat 
we either wanted Diſcretion to make a proper 
Choice, or Reſolution to maintain it ? If we de- 
ſert a Friendſhip in Time of Tryal, and renounce 
an eſtabliſhed Belief when it grows uneaſy, may it 
not be juſtly ſaid, That we have ſurrendered our 
Underſtandings to our Intereſts : That we may be 
frighted out of, or into, any Thing, and dare net- 


ther pretend to Reaſon or Honeſty, any longer 
than the Majority will -give us leave ? And can 


there be a muyre infamous Srate of Servitude, than 
to lye thus at the Mercy of the Crowd ; to fay 
that which we don't believe, and do that which 
we 
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we don't like, and that not in trivial Caſes, but 
in Matters of the higheſt Importance ? 

In ſhort, To quit an Opinion, or an Engage- 
ment, when the Stream goes againlt it, is ſo unbe- 
coming a Man of Honour, fo cowardly and unge- 
nerous a Practice, that we cannot reconcile our 
ſelves to it. 

To this I anſwer, That I have no Intention to 
argue againſt the Principle of Honour : Let men 
thnk as magnanimouſly as they pleaſe, provided 
they will but ſettle their Notion right, *Tis true, 
where the Irregularity lies chiefly in the Meanneſs 
of the Action, ir may not be improper to engage 
our Honour to bar a Suſpicion of ungenerous Deal- 
ing : But in other caſes, for mcn to ſet aſide the 
Ovligation of Duty, and to lay the main Streſs up- 
on pretended Hon.zur ( for when it is parted from 
Conſcience ir is no better) is both dangerous and 
unrealunable. To alledge their Honour as the prin-. 
Cipal Reaſn, why they cannot break their Word, 
or tallity their Truſt, or do any other ill Thing, 
has a very ſuſpicious Meaning. *Tis in «ffe& to 
confeſs, that we either believe no Religion, or are 
aſhamed to own it: As if it were a Diſparagement 
to be governed by the. Intereſts of another Life, and 
to profeſs our ſelves dependent upon God Almighty. 
According to theſe Men, Conſcience ſhould be an 
ll-bred, un-gentlemanly Pretence, and therefore = 

mult 
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muſt have a care h»w we uſe it. Tr ſeems we may 
praiſe Vice as well as Virtue, provided we can do it 
with as good a Crice 2 Yes, Opinion, and Mode 
and Cuſtom muſt be the Standartd of our Bchavi- 
our. and the great Rule of our Condutt : For to 
be ticd vp to the Striftneſſes of Religion, is enough 
tu difublige a mans Quality, znd to make him 
cheop and contemptible. Thar ſome People have 
luch extravagant Nuticns of Honour is paſt Dif- 
pute, otherwile they would not make it Paramount 
to Reaſon and Juſtice, and ſet ir above the 
Laws of God and Man ; as in many caſes it is plain 
they do. TI1heie are a Sort of men, who would 
gladly have the Pleaſure (as they count it) of a Li- 
bertine PraQtice, without the Infamy : This makes 
them ſollicitous to confound the Notions of Good 
and Evil, to cover the Deformities of Vice, and 
take it into their Protetion., . Thus Whoredoum is ſo 
far from ſuffering the Cenſures of Religion, that a 
man is ſcarce thought a jot the worſe for it, or his 
Reputation at all tarniſhed by ſuch a Liberty : Hence 
;t is counted more honourable not to pay our Debts 
than to fink our Figure ; to commit Murder than 
to put up a diſo'liging Expreſſhon. Thus Luxury, 
and Licentiouſneſs and Pride, the Reproaches of 
Reaſon, and the Blemiſh:s of Human Nature, are 
by two many made the Accompliſhments of a Cz- 
walier, In ſhort, Honuur, as it is commonly un- 
deiſtood, 


derſtood, is nothing more than the Cuſtom of men 
of Tigure ; which makes it, in ſome cafes, no bet. 
ter than faſhionable Pride : 'Tis governed by the 
Maxims and Examples of Courts ahd Camps, where 
People are not always the ſtricteſt either - in Late 
or Reaſoning. Honour in this Notion aims more 
at Appearances than Things ; and had rather make 
a great Shew, than do a great Attion. Ir's -prin- 
Cipal End is Reputation, without diſtinguiſhing up- 
on. the Means: Which at the higheſt carries men 
no farther than to an Indifterency to Good or .Evil, 
either of which whey chooſe accordingly as they find 
it faſhionable. *Tis true, Honour when it. wears 
it's proper Chara ter, and. is under the Govern- 
mcnt. of Virtue, is a noble. Quality-: It - warms 
the. Mind wich a generous Heat, and 1s a vigorous 
Principle. of Activa : *Tis :a Guard to Decency, 
and a Spur to Glory : It hardens Fortitude, and 
ſecures Conſt-ncy : It ripens Improvement, and 
puſhes men -0n't> the Extent of Bravery and Great- 
neſs. But when it is coun:erfeited or miſtaken ; 
when it 15 reſigned. up to undiftingiuſhing Cuſtom ; 
when it is tinQured wich Fride, and fſcorns to be 
governed by Law or Relizion ; then it is a dan- 
gerous and unreaſ.i.n.ble Cuide, and ought to have 
neither Credit in our Opinion, nor Influence on our 


Praftice, 


3. To 
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3. To Confider, may imply an Enquiry, whe- 
th-r our Behaviour 1s ſuitable to the preſent Oc- 
Callon. 

And here, befure I deſcend to particulars, I 
ſhall obſcrve, that we o:ght to be ſtni?ly regular 
in ovr whole Converſatin. Thus much the ge- 
ncral Ovuligation of Rebgiun will r:quire of us : 


We miſt walt before God with a perf: > Heart, and PIO lor, 
take no wicked thing in hand : Bt hve rep £9 bal. 19 6, 
all his Commandments, For who vr ſhall ke:-p the] m. 2 10. 


whyle Za, and yet off-nd I 0n: Putt, is guity 
of all. He affronts the Majeſty of the Legiſlator, 
and fins againſt the Aurhority vpon which the 
while ſubfiſts; and theretore is liable to the Pe- 
nalty of the Santt:.n 

Conſcience is a Univerſal Principle, reaches to 
all Points of Morality, and obliges ro be holy wn 
all manntr of Conver ſition. 

And as Chriſtianity binds us to a general O'e” 
dience; ſo one would think the Decency of ſuch 
a Condu& ſhou'd engige our Endeavours. A Vir- 
tue equally ſpread, and well perf ed, is not only 
a ſecure, bur an ornamental Praftice. "Tis Unt. 
formity and Proportion which make Things look 
great and graceful. To ſee a Life thus all of a piece, 
argues the Lines were ſtruck out by a Vaſterly hand, 
and finiſhed with Art and Application : But to di- 


vide between Virtue and Vice, and fly out into In- 
C conliſtency 


'3 Cor. 6.9. 
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conliftency and Contradiction, makes a Man appear 
party-coloured and monſtrous. This 1s Buil ling with 
one hand, and pulling doun with the other, and 
nroceeds from Negle&, Impotence and Irrc{ lution, 
all mean and diſpiraging Qualiries. 

But it Honour cannot affe& us, I hype Neceſſhty 
will: We {hould remember, God will not allow vs 
tie Breach of any of his Laws : The doing one 
part of our Duty, is no Dilpenlation to tranſgrets 
anuther 3; for God gives no Man a L.icrnce to ſen. 

Rebellion 1s not the only damning Sin, no more 
than the Plague is the only mortal Diſtemper. 
It we are true to the King, and f-lle ro God AL. 
mighty : It we keep the Oath of Allegiance, and 
break that of Baptiſm ; If we decline fulcmn Perjury, 
and are guilty 'of Common Swearing z our Caſc 
muſt be miſerable hereafter. Loyal Intemperance, 
and Loyal Whoredom, are monſtrous things in Re- 
ligion, where the gawdy Epi her wi!l never excuſe 
the Lewdneſs of the PreaQtice. If we indulge our 
ſelves theſe Liberties, how much ſoever we may 
ſt.nd off from Rebels in this World, we ſhall mect 
them in the next, And that we may not think the 
Caſe aggravated, ct us hcar St. Paul, Know ye 
not (lays he) that the anr'; bteous ſhall not inherit the 
Atngaom of Gei ? Be not deceived, neither fornica- 
tours, nor aculterers, nor effemincte, nr thieves, n0r 
SOV.IOUS, wr Arunkards, mw veuclers, mor extortto- 


ues, 
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mers, ſhall inherit the Kinsdom of Gol, Farther, An 
immoral Bchaviour difſcrves the Intereſt we intend 
to promote: It makes th: ignorant ſuſpeQ the Ju- 
ſtice of the Cauſe, and hulps to fortify the fart-l N.t- 
ſtake, Tolive with»ar regard t» ths Reſtraints of 
Religi,n diſh nours a Party, and makes it neither 
loved nor leared. Such an abandon'd Licentiouſnels 
15 enough, one would think, to blaſt the beſt De- 
lizn, to inleſs the moſt warrantable Underraking)y 
and to keep off the Aſſiſtance of Heaven. We ſe 
therctore, how much we are oblig:d to a general 
Regularity, both for our own lekes, end that of 
the Public ; but more eſpecially the Occaſion will 
call upon us not to fail, in the fullowing Partt- 
culars, 

t. We ſhould remember to contra our Expen- 


C25, and retrench from the uſual Entertainments vf 


Life. | 
To exceed the Proportions of Nature and De- 
cency, is always a great Fault, To what purpoſe 
ſhould a wan exhauſt himficlt im Supe Huiies, and run 
out into Equipage and %hew ? Dues it 1mpiove his 
Undertinding, or extend his Sences, or prolung, his 
Life, or give him any rcal Advantage in Mind or 
Body ? To labour ſo much to be raken notice of, 
looks as if a Man was conſcious of his own Little- 
nels ; for who would be at all this Charge to grow 
conſiderable, if he thought himſelf {yu without it ? 
E-4 *Iis 
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Tis true, the Vulgar muſt have ſome ſenſtblte Ad- 


vantage to ſtrike their Organ ; and therefore thoſe 
who bear a publick Character, are allowed to en- 
large their Figure, in Prop-rtion to their Authori- 
ty. But private Circumſtances, though never fo 
much raiſed in other reſpects, can have none of this 
Pretenee, And as for ihe Luxury of eating and drink- 
ing, *tis a meaner Vice, and altogether as unreaſun- 
able as the other. Theſe Excciſcs are degrading En- 
tertainments, and either find Men little, or make 
them ſo. They are likewiſe deſtruttive of their own 
Deſign ; for by over proportioned Supplics they op- 
pteſs the Sence, and ſtrangle che Pleaſure ; and in 
a ſhort time deſtroy the Budy they pretend to che- 
riſh. In a Word, Vanity and Intemperance would 
have no Excuſe, though we lived in Paradiſe, and 
our Neighbours had nov manncr of need of our Afi. 
ſtance. But there are ſome Circumſtances of pecu- 
liar Aggravation, and which, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 


Rom.7.13, Make S:2 exc ed no fiaful. 


2. We {hold do w- ll to conſider the Condition of 
thoſe, who lifter in +4 common Cauſe : Wuh what 
Dimculty d they retato their Integrity, and how do 
they ſtruggle under the Weight of Poveriy ? Po- 
verty, not occaſivned by |:!tncb or Luxury ; nut by 
their own Fault, bur v thr of ch rs: like Marte 
ners 1n a Str Mm, th i were lorced ro ih ow their 
Go ds ovei-board, thet they might fave cthemlclves : 


And 
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And are put to the- trying Neceſſity, either of part- 
ing with their Conſcience, or Fortunes ; with this 
World, or a better. And can we overlook thoſe, w ho 
ſuffer thus nobly for Religion and Law, for Integri- 
ty and Honour ? Can we abandon ſo deſerving a 
Diſtreſs, and leave it to languiſh without - Aſſiſtance 
or Regard ? Ought we not rather to deny our Incli- 
nations, and ſubltratt even from Convenience, and- 
labour with our own Hanis, that we may have to give 
to him that needs. |s this a time to indulge our Va- 
nity, and riot in Execſs ? Can't we baulk the Ex- 
travagance of Fancy upon ſuch preſſing Occalions ? 
Dues none remember the fictions of Joleph ? Is 
- Subricty fuch an intolerable Penance ? And had we 
raiher tarve our Friends than our Vices ? What ! 
Have we drowned all Sympathy and Senſe of the 
gencral Misfortune ? And drank away both the Pow- 
er and the Inclination to do Good ? To diſable our 
ſelves by any vicious Expence, when the Neceflities 
of our Neighbours call ſo loudly for our Aſſiſtance, 
cilcovers an ungovernable Senſuality, or a wretched 
Indifterence for the Cauſe ; it aggravares the Guilr, 


and enflames the Account. In a Word, To cox. James 4-5 


ſume that upon our Zufts, which ought to be mana- 
oed for the Support of Virtue, devoted to Charity, 
and dedicated to R:ligion, is in effet to ro> God 
A'mighty, and ſwells Profulencls into Sacriledge. 


2, : We 


2 Cor. 6, 
I 4. 
1 COrI. Fo 
2L. 
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3. We ſhould omit no Opportuniunes for Religious 
Duties. I don't mean that we {huuld freq:icor un- 
Jawtul Aſſemblies, and run after every Altar without 
Diitinction. For in St. Parxls OQueltion, wv hat Comr- 
munion bas Light with Darkn'ſs; what Concord has 
Unity with Schiſm; and what Aoreement has Lovalty 
with Rebcllrons *Tis true, what the ſyme Apoſile 
obſerves concerning other Sinners, 15, in fone Mea- 
lure, the Caſe concerning Revolicrs. We muſt ei- 
ther keep Company with them, or go ont of the HYorld. 
Bat this Liberty, without doubt, reaches no further 
thin -accidental Meetings, and common Converſation, 
and ſecular Buſineſs. For certaii:ly we are not to 
countenance th-ir Prevarications, and juin with them 
ja their DefeCtion: Is it an Inſtance of Religion ta 
pray for the Proſperity of Wickednels, to put up 
Treaſona'l- and Parricidal Devotivns, and io im» 
plore God to renovun:e his Nature and Ins Laws ? 
Are we indecd obliged to wiit up>n Schilm to the 
Alti'r, to heip to conſecrate the Revoile, and to prey 
againit our Conſcience and Inclinaticus ? What O- 
pinion the New Gruides may hive of thcle Perform- 
ances, I don't pretend to determine ; becauſe I can- 
not tell how far Prejudices m3y operate, nor to what 
Degree mens Underftandings may he diiturbed. But 
J am well afflured, I have not only repreſented the 
Trinh of the Cz#fſe ; but the Sence of the Roza/'/ts, 
vhoſ Grounds mull oblige them to think thus of 
the 


( 23) 

the Revolntion: Prayers, And therefore I wonder up- 
on what Baſis the Myſtery of a double Comm-'nion 
ſtands. There is n> Counrenance for it in Scrip'ure, 
that | can learn. 'tis truc, '!he Prophets Wer. int 
to the Ten Tribes, after hair Departure fium the 
1emple Service ; but thei we dun: reed, they ap- 
proved ZFerobyam's Prieſts, complyed with his Stzic- 
Religion, or were pre!.nt at the W.1{lip of the 
Calves. 1his Politik $11. me is ſufficiently condemn. 
ed, and a Mark ſet upn the Introducer. And as 
for the Seven Thouland 1 //racl, who are mentioned 
with Approbation, we may obſerve, they had not 
bowed therr Knees to Paal, nor gone into the reigning 1Kings r9, 
Apuſtacy, B-lides, for ought we know, they might 
acknowledge the Authority of the High- Prieſt, though 
the Fruntiers being guarded, they could not preſent 
them'elvesto the Temple-Solemaities : And it this were 
their Caſe, they were 1n all Equity, within the Zers- 
ſalem Communion. This we are ſure, That they ei-, , 
ther ablented from Feroboam's Alſemoly 5 or they cup. : ;. 
were exceedingly to blame; as appears from many Repay 
Places of Scripture. {he 

It- we paſs from Scripture to Antiquity, we ſhall cr. 1 z. 
find this Opinion as little ſupported as before. The 5,3, 
Chriſtians of thoſe earlier and better Ages, denied H4#. 1. :. 
their Communion to the 4rrian Hereticks, the NVo- Hg We 
watian Schiſmaticks, and tothe Rebellions Biſhops under rr 
the Uſurper Maximns. "Ip 


Let 
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Let us proceed from Authority to Reaſon, Either 
we frequent theſe Revolted Churches to join with 
them, or nvt. It nvtz to what purpoſe do we go 
thither ? If we do; we ſhould do well to conlider, 
how we can join with them in Sin, and avoid the Pu- 
n.ſhnent If any Man detends himſelf, by ſaying he 
does not aſſent to the exceptionable Part of the Prayers ; 
to this I anſwer, that the N-tion and Delign of a 
Religious Mcetiog, implies Uni n and Conlicnt in the 
Aſſembly, as far as the Worſhip extends, eſpecially 
when the ©ervice is regulated by a Form, fo that eve- 
Ty one may know be'ore-hand what they are to «x- 
pet This Conſent I fay. is ſuppoſed in the Nature 
of the Thing; and <njoyn'd by the Kubrick of the 
Church 3 which obliges all the Lairy to ſay 4» to 
every Petition. Once more, Enher we may join in a 
fin'ul Communion, becauſe of the Mixture of Good 
in it; or we may not. If the fit ; then what hinders 
us from Uniting with Socinrans, Fews and Mahometans, 
upon occalion : For here the true Gd is worſhipped, 
and many Points of Moralily are taught, If this Liter- 
ty is too large, then we wilt ſtend off in the preſent 
Caſe ; for here buth the Meeting and the Matter are 
unlawful : The WMceeting,- becauſe >chiſmatical : The 
Matter, for the Reilons above-mentined. For if de- 
poling of Kings, and diſpen{iog with Oaths, and re- 
{vlving Conſcience into Public Good, that is, Craveni- 
ence, are not of a flaming Malignity, the DiftinRions 


of 
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of Right and Wrong are unintelligible. And to cyt 
off all Excuſe, the Evil is as throughly incorporated, and 
as ſolemnly avowed in the latter Caſe, as in the other, 
and therefore it mult be equally impoſſible to make a 
Separation. 

However, I am loath to leave my Church! You ſay 
well. But can you expect to find the Church, where 
it's peculiar DoAtrines are diſowned ; where it's Au- 
thority is oppoſed, and betrayed to the Secular Power ? 
Does the Being of a Church conſiſt in Brick and Stone ? 
What woukd you do if #«piter was worſhiped there ? 
I hope the chiming of the Bells would not draw you to 
the Service of the Idol. If it is urged, that we may 
be lo planted as to want the Advantage of an Ortho- 
dox Paſtor ; What is to be done in ſuch Circumſtan- 
ces? Muſt we pray alone, without the Aſſiſtance of 
Prieſt or Congregation ? To this Queſtion, after what 
has been ſaid, Ithink the Proverb a ſufficient Return ; 
Better be alone than in ill Company. If *tis farther ob- 
:ed, That by this Principle we loſe the Benefit of the 
Blefied Sacrament. To this I anſwer. 

1. That this ObjeRion is oftentimes no more than 
Pretence : For if People would take that Pains which 
the Regard to the Inſtitution requires, it ſeldom hap- 
pens but they migkt receive it from proper Hands. 

But 2. I anſwer, That breaking the Unity of the 
Church by Sil i:{matical Communion, and making ewr 
felves partakers of other mens Sint, (1 Tim. 5.22.) isa 

D bad 


(26) 


bad Preparation for the Sacrament. To break a moral 
Law for a poſitive Ordinance, though never ſo valua- 
ble, looks like robbing in order to Sacrifice. 

And therefore when the Caſe is truly put ; a pious 
Delire of Receiving will be Equivalent to the Thing. 
This being an allowed Rule in Inſtances of Neceſſity, 
$o that we cannot be {aid to loſe the Benefit of the Bleſ- 
ſed Sacrament, though we are not ſo happy as to.par- 
take #n the Adminiſtration. 

I confeſs, this Branch of modern Conformity 'has its 
Advantages : It keeps a Man's Honeſty oftentunes from 
breaking out to his Prejudice : *Tis a'Paſs-port to Bu- 
ſinefs, and a ProteRtion to Trade ; and therefore 'tis 
well, -if there is not-ſomething; beſides Religion at the 
Bottom. However, -let the Intention be never ſo ſin- 
cere,: *tis no Warrant for an unlawful Pratice. ' Well! 
Though we are barr'd the uſual Place, yet we are not 
diſcharged from the Worſhip. Let us not live like In- 
dependent Beings ; as if there was no Duty owing to 
God Almighty, no Benefit in public Communion, nor 
any effe& of our Saviour's Promiſe to his Church ; who 
the Apoſtle tells us, gave Apoſtles, and Paſtors, and 
Teachers, for the perfeiting of the Saints, for the Fork 
of the Miniſtery, and for the Fdifying of the Body of 
Chriſt. Eph.4. 11,12. Let ustake Care we don't over- 
look their Miſhon, and looſe the Advantage of their 
Office. Always remembring that thoſe who refuſe 
the Means, muſt fail of the End. God grant none of 
our 
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our Friends miſmanage theſe Church Diſtractions: 
That they don't make their Orthodoxy a Colour fer 
their Profaneneſs ; nor pretend an averſion to the Chur- 
ches, that they may go no whither witl the better 
Grace. As if it was a delirable Condition, to be quit: 
of the Fatigue of Prayers, and delivered from the Diſci- 
pline of the Pulpit, and enfranchized from the Servi- 
tude of Religion. To have our Time, and our Con- 
fcience, and our Sins to our ſelves, without the leaſt 
Interruption or Reproot. 

Theſe are fad Privileges both in the Quality and Con. 
ſequence z and ſerve only to lay Men aſleep in a fatal 
Security, till they awake in thoſs Flames which burg 
for ever. | | 

Let us therefore be governed by the Apoſtle's Ad- 
vice, and wot forſake the Aſſembling our ſelves, as the 
manner of ſome is, Heb.16.25. 1 am fure, the Occafion 
calls for the beſt Appearance of Religion ; for all the 
Aids of Union and Solemnity. We ſee in what a 
Zemppeft the Nation is toſſed, What a Torrent over- 
bears all Regards, both Humane and Divine. Neither 
Nature nor Oblipation, Crown nor Mitre, Law nor 
Goſpel, can ſtand before it. No Moral Difftculty can 
ſtop its Paſſage. It breaks through all the Oppoſitions 
of Blood, Heights of Station, and Defcaces of Right, 
So that now if eyer, wemay make the Prophet's Com- 
plaint, 7rath « fallen in the Streets, and Equity cannot 
enter. Iſa. 59. 14. And when this Civil Chaos will 
D 2 kettle 
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Setile, He'only knows who brings Light out of Dark- 
nes, and Order from Confufion. And a'Contideration 
a9 leſs fed than the reſt, is the Infatuation which lies 
upon Men's Spirits. How they cal Zvi! Good, and 
Good Evil. Ila. How they dote on their Deluſton, and 
are enamour'd of their Dileaſc, and like thole Stung 
with a 7arantuls, expire in Pleaſure. And is it not 
an uncomfortable Proſpe& to ſee Men ſeized with ſuch 
a fatal Lethargy ; that neither Honour nor Intereſt, 
Reaſon nor Senſe, this World nor the other, can work 
upon them ? Since they have fo little Care of them- 
{clves, do they not ſtand more in need of a Foreign Al: 
ſiſtance ? 'Let our Charity equalize their Rigours, and, 
if *tis poſſible, exceed them. Let us intercede for them 
at the Throxe of Grace, and joyn in the Church's De- 
votion, That God would bring into the way of Truth al! 
ſ*ch as have erred, and are deceived. And what Succeſs 
ſever our Charity may have, the Office is Chriftian, 
and Generous, 

Beiides, we ought to apply for our own Security ; 
and lift up ow Prayers for the Remnant that 3s left 
2 Kings 19. 4. 

Thirdly and laſtly, Our Behaviour ought to be re. 
markabie for Reſolution, and decent Aſſurance. Ho- 
nefty without Courage is impraCticable. This Vertue 
of Foriituce is a Guard to all the reſt, without which 
they lye defeaceleſs and expoled. He that command; 
another's Fears, comraands his AQtions ; For what won't 

| a Man 
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a Man do toelggpe 2nEvilhe believes intolerable. And | 

a5 we are obliged to keep our-Ground, and retain owr 
Integrity ; ſowwe: fhould do it in a Puſture of Hope, 
and with an Air of Satisfactian,, ToLanguiſh, and Re- 
pine, andigrow Diſconſolate, looks as if we were weary 
of Hell-doing 5 it doubles the Misfortune, .and' carries 
Danger 1n:the Symptom... God-has given us the Poſt 
of Honour, are we not 'to maintain it with a ſuitable- 
Behaviour ?. To ſuffer chearfully abates the Anguiſh) -. 
and adds Strength and Luſtre to the Ver*-*;. Let us . 
keep our Thoughts eaſy, our Imagination bright, and - 
our Spirits ſupported with the Juſtice of the. Cauſe. 
To be able to abide the Shock. has a great deal of Plea- 
ſure as well as Trouble in it. - By this means-a Man 
becomes conſcious of his. own Strength; and finds his 
Vertue hardened beyond an ordinary Temper ; which 
could never have. been known without Experiment. 
And maſt not ſuch a Diſcovery be extreamly entertain- 
ing to a generous Mind, and afford a very reliſhing Sa- 
tisfaCtion ? Theſe Stroaks of Adverlity are like {lighter 
Wounds received in a Breach, which have more of 
Honour than Smart in them. *Tis true, the Succels is 
chicHy to be attributed to God Almighty. . It was his 
Afſhſtance which excited us to the Combat, and forti- 
ned us to maintain it, But finee the Uſe of his Grace 
cepends upon our ſelves, a Share of the AQion is like- 
wile our own. Are our Fortunes rifled, and our La- 
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bours wreſted from us ? Let us with thoſe the Apoſtle 
mentions, take the ſpoiling of our Goods joyfully, knowing 
that we bave in Heaven a better and an enduring Subſtance. 
Heb.10.34. Muſt we quit the ExpeQations of Birth, 
and the juſt Pretences of our Station ? Let us remem- 
ber, That nothing can make us Little but our felves , 
That the beſt Quality conſiſts mere in Aion than Title, 
in Reſolution than in Fortune. To continue firm to Con- 
ſcience, to ftand by the Oppreſfled, and to be above the 
Aecidet.. > Wife, are the moſt valuable Signs of Nobi- 
lity : Whereas he who wants Courage to praQtiſe his 
Sentiment, and maintain his Reaſon, has a vulgar Soul 3 
and how much ſoever his Outſide may glitter, is no 
better than a Pageant of Floxour. 

Are we hated for our Vertue, and expoſed for doing 
our Duty ? Let us not complain. This Uſage is com- 
monly the Lot of the beſt Men in the beſt Cauſe. Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles met with no kinder Entertainment. As 
we ſuffer for their DoQrine, let us imitate their Ex- 
ample; Let us with them glory in Perſecutiens, and 
defpife Contempt z and ſhow our Enemies, that we 
have Greatneſs to pity, as welt as Charity to forgive 
them. At the worſt, we ſhould conſider the Proof of 
our Integrity riſes in Proportion to the Tryal. The 
greater our Sufferings are, the greater is our Conſtan- 
Cy ; the greater our Reſignation, the greater our Re. 
ward. The 5:orm in all Likelihood will hot laſt always ; 
it 
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it may be farther ſpent already than we are aware of. 
God, who helps thoſe to Right who ſuffer Irons, will ariſe 
and maintein his own Cauſe, Plal.74.23. He will, I que-- 
tion not, vindicate his own Eſtabliſhment, and appear 
in his good Time for the Reſtoring of Order, and the 
Support of Right ; for the Honour of Parents, and the 
Majeſty of Kings. 

However , if Life falls ſhort of thoſe happy Days, 
there are Nobler Scenes in the other World thag Re. 
faurations. And whoever gets once to Heaven; will 
never think he dyed too ſoon. 7here is no Coynplaints 
of Diſappointment, nor longing for SatisfaQtions left 
behind. I ſhall conclude with the Apoſtle's Exhortation, 
inferred from the ſame Glorious Proſpe&t ; Wherefore 
be ye ftedfeſt, immovable, always abounding in the Work 
of the Lord ; inaſmuch as ye kuow your Labour ts not in 
vain in the Lord. 


THE END. 


Pag. 24 |. 28. for art wot of « faning; read are not Texents of & flaming, 


